
Name _________________________ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Plessy v Ferguson


[image: ]


What are the impacts of the courts decision on the laws in states and the everyday life of African Americans? 




What is a Majority Decision?



What is a dissenting opinion? 



How does the court decide cases? 



Circle any words you think are important or that are you unsure of the meaning.  List words and definitions as we go over them in class.  







Underline 1-2 key sentences that you believe are important in each document









What is the main difference between the point of view of Justice Brown and Justice Harlan? 
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PRIMARY SOURCE

The Court’s Opinion

*The object of the [Fourteenth] amendment was undoubt-

edly to enforce the absolute equality of the two races before
the law, but . .. it could not have been intended to abolish
distinctions based upon color, or to enforce social, as distin-
quished from political equality, or a commingling of the two
races upon terms unsatisfactory to either. Laws permitting, and
even requiring, their separation in places where they are liable
to be brought into contact do not necessarily imply the inferior-
ity of either race to the other . . . We cannot say that a law
which authorizes or even requires the separation of the two
races in public conveyances is unreasonable.”

—Justice Henry Billings Brown writing for the Court in
Plessy v. Ferguson

A A conductor orders Homer Plessy to leave the white section of
the railroad car.

PRIMARY SOURCE
Other Views

“Our constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor
tolerates classes among citizens. In respect of civil rights, all
citizens are equal before the law. . . . We boast of the freedom
enjoyed by our people above all other peoples. But it is difficult
to reconcile that boast with a state of law which, practically,
puts the brand of servitude and degradation upon a large
class of our fellow citizens—our equals before the law. The thin
disguise of ‘equal’ accommodations for passengers in railroad
coaches will not mislead any one, nor atone for the wrong this
day done.”

—Justice John Marshall Harlan writing the lone dissent in
Plessy v. Ferguson
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